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this book provides a fresh examination of the byzantine emperor leo vi 886 912 and his
reign a consideration of personal and political relationships and internal and external
affairs forms the basis of a reassessment of his achievements and kingship
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the focus of this book is the byzantine emperor leo vi 886 912 and his reign he has been
characterised  as  a  careless  and  ineffectual  emperor  but  this  work  presents  a  more
considered account of leo and the politics of his age initial chapters on sources and the
broader historical context are provided before particular aspects of leo s life and reign are
presented in eight  chapters  arranged so as to give a rough chronological  framework
subjects  discussed  include  relations  with  family  and  officials  imperial  ideology  and
ecclesiastical and military affairs by drawing on a broad spectrum of primary evidence the
book illustrates that leo forged a distinctive imperial style as a literate city based non
campaigning emperor and argues that he was actively concerned about the problems that
faced his empire

although he probably never set foot on a battlefield emperor leo vi r 886 912 was supreme
commander of the byzantine armed forces and successor to caesar augustus constantine
and justinian as such he was expected to carry out successfully byzantium s continual
warfare with its neighbors to this end leo called the wise for his devotion to learning
applied his education to the thorough study of military science

this monograph on the homilies of the byzantine emperor leo vi 886 912 provides the first
extensive analysis of a neglected corpus of secular and ecclesiastical speeches and sheds
new light on both the fascinating figure of the author and the development of byzantine
homiletics

john haldon s critical commentary on byzantine emperor leo vi s taktika the first to appear
in any language addresses in detail the varied subjects touched on in the treatise three
introductory chapters examine the context sources language structure and content of the
text and the military administration of the empire in leo s time

religion war and ethics is a collection of primary sources from the world s major religions
on the ethics of war each chapter brings together annotated texts scriptural theological
ethical and legal from a variety of historical periods that reflect each tradition s response
to perennial questions about the nature of war when if ever is recourse to arms morally
justifiable what moral constraints should apply to military conduct can a lasting earthly
peace be achieved are there sacred reasons for waging war and special rewards for those
who do the fighting the religions covered include sunni and shiite islam judaism roman
catholic  eastern  orthodox  and  protestant  christianity  theravada  buddhism  east  asian
religious traditions confucianism shinto japanese and korean buddhism hinduism and
sikhism each section is compiled by a specialist recognized within his or her respective
religious tradition who has also written a commentary on the historical and textual context
of the passages selected
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this book reveals the medieval mediterranean region as a richly nuanced space of places
and peoples connected by a body of water but far from unified and seeks to challenge
what we think we know about the medieval mediterranean and the world it influenced
reflective of the diversity of the mediterranean region the contributors are an international
body of scholars that bring together topics that are seemingly disparate but are in fact in a
vibrant  conversation  with  one  another  the  volume  seeks  to  shed  new  light  and
perspectives  on  familiar  topics  each  chapter  begins  with  secondary  commentary  for
context and is followed by primary sources comprised of images and texts that invite
careful  reading lively discussion and possibilities  for  deeper  research topics  that  are
discussed include archaeology and architecture stories of travel and encounter literature
and poetry matters of faith crusades monarchies and conflict ties that bind and around the
mediterranean  world  windows  into  the  medieval  mediterranean  is  simultaneously  a
scholarly  and  reader  friendly  book  intended  to  engage  undergraduate  and  graduate
students scholars and anyone interested in the mediterranean of the middles ages

analyses the ideological writings of a scholarly and unusual byzantine emperor dedicated
to distinctively orthodox christian principles
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